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Islamic Philosophy: A Thematic Introduction
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Brief Syllabus

Lecture Description

1. Meta-philosophy An examination of the nature, scope, and identity of
Islamic philosophy, with particular attention to
competing historiographical and methodological
approaches to its interpretation.

2. Knowledge and Conceptual System An introduction to major epistemological theories in
Islamic philosophy, including conception and assent,
acquired and presential knowledge, certainty,
demonstration, justification, and self-awareness.

3. Language, Meaning, and Hermeneutics A study of philosophical approaches to language,
signification, meaning, predication, and interpretation,
including the interaction of logic, grammar, theology,
legal theory, and scriptural hermeneutics.

4. Metaphysics An overview of the central metaphysical problems of
Islamic philosophy, including being, essence and
existence, necessity and possibility, causation,
universals, and major post-Avicennan developments.

5. God and Divinity An examination of philosophical arguments




concerning the existence and nature of God, divine
unity and simplicity, the divine attributes, knowledge,
agency, and the relation between God and creation.

6. Philosophical Psychology

A study of philosophical theories of the soul and its
faculties, including perception, imagination, self-
awareness, intellect, the soul-body relation, and the
question of immortality.

7. Society

An exploration of philosophical accounts of human
association, cooperation, civilization, political
community, social order, and historical change, with
particular attention to al-Farabi and Ibn Khaldan.

8. Morality and Politics

An introduction to Islamic philosophical ethics and
political thought, focusing on virtue, character,
happiness, practical reason, justice, law, political
authority, and the relationship between individual and
communal flourishing.




