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Shahin Aawani

Emerita Associate Professor, Department of Western Philosophy, Iranian Institute of Philosophy

shaawani@gmx.de

Abstract: According to Maulana companionship with others has a deep spiritual
influence which can be desirable or not. Companionship with the righteous, the
God-fearing and the blessed friends of God is a real one which is similar to the
conjunction or association of luminous intellects. This kind of companionship
causes an increase in spiritual illumination. On the other hand, the companionship
of the depraved and those who are led astray whom Maulana calls "the aliens"
causes corruption of the intellect. These aliens are like "thistles" for human nature
and are "wolves" unto humans which incidentally reminds us of the famous
Hobbesian formula that "man is wolf unto man*(homo homini lupus).

In Mathnawi it is said that humans are every now and then alienated from their
own "selves". Nonetheless man possesses a spiritual power whereby through the
knowledge of the Real and under the aegis of His Grace and through the
illumination of the far-sighted intellect he can heal the maladies of the evil-
bidding soul and transform one's reprehensible habits into laudable and sublime
attributes. The Devil can never be the cause of such spiritual transformation.
"Even if the Devil be in possession of the Kingdom, he is alien, deceitful and a
Trickster".




