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Henry Corbin: to meet his Other
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Abstract: Henry Corbin, as an lIranologist and Orientalist philosopher, created
extensive and very valuable works. There are various subjects in his works, such
as: Orientalism as seeking illumination of the Lights (in a Sohravardian term);
Philosopher as a spiritual chevalier; the convergence and harmony between the
Occident and the Orient instead of the divergence and disagreement between
them, which has led to several volumes of comparative studies in Corbin's works.
But, these are all the results of his viewpoint on "subjectivity" which can be
expressed in terms of the relation between the self and the other. We may explain
his perspective with the phrase of "oneself unified with another" based on a meta-
historical context instead of a social-historical one. Not only there is no
confrontation between the self and the other, but also the two are made of a two-
part and dual unit. The other is the original and heavenly self of an earthly and
historical self, and the two have a mutual engagement and participation to each
other. Therefore, the other may appear, depending on its culture and context,
either in the form of the "celestial self" of an individual, his twin or angel, or in
the form of his Lord; but in any case, the role of the other is to guide the individual
to the realm of the Light of Light.




