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Physicalism: History, Importance, and Definitions

To What Question Is Physicalism Supposed To Be
An Answer?

Tim Crane
Central European University

Abstract:

The debate about the content and plausibility of physicalism continues in
contemporary philosophy, despite the obscurity of the notion of physicalism
itself and the difficulty in deciding what would decide the issue. In this
talk I focus on a different issue: what question is it that physicalism is
trying to answer? It can look as if the traditional debate — dualism versus
physicalism — is a choice between ideas that no-one really believes, and
ideas that no-one really understands. If the debate is about the category of
substance, then it is about an idea no-one really believes; and if it is about
the necessary determination by the microphysical, then it is about an idea
no-one really understands. By contrast with this tradition, I identify two
different sources of the question of physicalism in recent debate: the place
of the mind in the world as conceived by physics, and the relationship
between mental capacities and the brain. These are very different problems,
but both are called the ‘mind-body problem’ today. I argue that the first is
based on controversial assumptions, and the second, while important, does
not require physicalism as a solution.

Suggested Readings:

David Papineau, ‘The Rise of Physicalism’ on David Papineau’s website

Barbara Montero, ‘Post-Physicalisy’ Journal of Consciousness Studies or Montero,
B.G. (2013), “Must Physicalism Imply the Supervenience of the Mental on the
Physical?” Journal of Philosophy: 93-110

Philip Goff, ‘Fundamentality and the Mind-Body Problem’ Erkentnnis and
http://www.philipgoffphilosophy.com/uploads/1/4/4/4/14443634/

fundamentality and the mind-body_ problem.pdf
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https://www.davidpapineau.co.uk/uploads/1/8/5/5/18551740/papineau_in_gillett_and_loewer.pdf
http://www.philipgoffphilosophy.com/uploads/1/4/4/4/14443634/fundamentality_and_the_mind-body_problem.pdf
http://www.philipgoffphilosophy.com/uploads/1/4/4/4/14443634/fundamentality_and_the_mind-body_problem.pdf
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Arguments for Physicalism:
Some Evidence for Physicalism about Sensations

Andrew Melnyk
University of Missouri

.............................................................................................................................

Abstract:

I will address the hardest case for physicalism: perceptual and bodily
sensations with distinctive phenomenal characters that we are aware of
through introspection. I will clarify that physicalism about sensations
requires that sensations and their properties are one and the same as
certain physical or functional state-types. Then I will argue that some
evidence for these type-identity claims exists: the fact, discovered from
numerous imaging studies, that having a particular kind of sensation
with a particular phenomenal character requires—never in fact occurs
without—being in a particular brain state. I will specify precisely how this

fact supports physicalism over its dualist rivals.

.............................................................................................................................

Suggested Readings:

McLaughlin, Brian P. (2010). “Consciousness, Type Physicalism, and Inference To
The Best Explanation,” Philosophical Issues, 20: 266-304.

Melnyk, Andrew (2015). “The Scientific Evidence For Materialism About Pains,” In:
Steven M. Miller (ed.). The Constitution of Phenomenal Consciousness: Toward a

Science and Theory. John Benjamins Publishing Co. (310-329).
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Stoljar, D. (2021). “Physicalism,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.
Dowell, J. L. (2006). “Formulating the Thesis of Physicalism: An Introduction,’
Philosophical Studies, 131: 1-23.
Ney, A. (2008): “Defining Physicalism,” Philosophy Compass, 3(5): 1033-1048.
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https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/physicalism/
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Brown, R., & Ladyman, J. (2009). “Physicalism, Supervenience and the Fundamental Level,”
The Philosophical Quarterly, 59(234): 20-38.
Glick, D., Darby, G, & Marmodoro, A. (eds.). (2020). The Foundation of Reality:
Fundamentality, Space, and Time. Oxford University Press, USA.
McKenzie, K. (2014). “Priority and Particle Physics: Ontic Structural Realism as a
Fundamentality Thesis,” The British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, 65(2): 353-380.
Morganti, M. (2020). “Fundamentality in Metaphysics and the Philosophy of Physics. Part I:

Metaphysics,” Philosophy Compass, 15(7): 1-10.
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a Morganti, M. (2020). “Fundamentality in Metaphysics and the Philosophy of Physics. Part II:

¥ The Philosophy of Physics,” Philosophy Compass, 15(10): 1-14.

3 Ney; A. (2021). “The Fundamentality of Physics: Completeness or Maximality;” Oxford Studies
<><>$<><> in Metaphysics.
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Heil, John (2013). Philosophy of Mind: A Contemporary Introduction. NY, US: Routledge. Third Edition.
Olewsy 3l 5 dlio 55 5 (Se,S QS 3 Y Jhasd 1), e

Kripke, Saul A. (1982). Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard
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University Press.
Boghossian, Paul A. (1989). “The Rule-Following Considerations,” Mind, 98(392): 507-549.
i@l plw
McLaughlin, B. P, & Cohen, J. (2007). Contemporary Debates in Philosophy of Mind. MA, US:
Blackwell. (Part II: Physicalism)
Kim, Jaegwon. (2011). Philosophy of Mind, Third Edition. Colorado, US: Westview Press.
Moser, Paul K., & Trout, J. D. (1995). Contemporary Materialism: A Reader. NY, US: Routledge.
Hellman, G. P, & Thompson, E W. (1975). “Physicalism: Ontology, Determination, and Reduction,”
The Journal of Philosophy, 72(17): 551-564.
Goldfarb, Warren. (1985). “Kripke on Wittgenstein on Rules,” The Journal of Philosophy, 82(9): 471-488.
Miller, Alex. (1997). “Boghossian on Reductive Dispositionalism: The Case Strengthened,” Mind
and Language, 12(1): 1-10.
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Francescotti, Robert. “Supervenience and Mind,” Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy.

https://iep.utm.edu/supermin/

Kim, J. (1984). “Concepts of Supervenience,” Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 45(2): 153-176.

McLaughlin, B. P, & Bennett, K. (2021). “Supervenience;” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.

OO
OO0

Q

QLA AL A AL AL A A A


https://iep.utm.edu/supermin/
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Melnyk A. (2003). A Physicalist Manifesto: Thoroughly Modern Materialism. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.
Wilson, J. (2011). “Non-Reductive Realization and the Powers-Based Sub-Set Strategy;,’
The Monist, 94: 121-154.
Shoemaker, S. (2007). Physical Realization. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Baysan, Umut (2015). “Realization Relations in Metaphysics,” Minds and Machines,

25(3): 247-260.
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Schaffer, Jonathan (2009). “On What Grounds What,” In: D. Chalmers, D. Manley, & R. Wasserman (eds.).
Metametaphysics: New Essays on the Foundations of Ontology. Oxford: Oxford University Press (347-383).
Ney, Alyssa (2016). “Grounding in the Philosophy of Mind: A Defense;” In: Ken Aizawa, & Carl Gillett (eds.). Scientific
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) Composition and Metaphysical Ground. London: Palgrave Macmillan.
<><>\<>§><> Dasgupta, Shamik (2014). “The Possibility of Physicalism,” The Journal of Philosophy, 111(9-10): 557-592.
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Chalmers, D. . (2012). Constructing the World. Oxford University Press.
Chalmers, D. J. (2020). “Spatiotemporal Functionalism v. The Conceivability of Zombies,’
Notis, 54(2): 488-497.
Roelofs, L. (2018). “The Compatibility of the Structure and Dynamics Argument and
Phenomenal Functionalism about Space,” Pacific Philosophical Quarterly, 99(1): 44-52.
Stoljar, D. (2015). “Russellian Monism or Nagelian Monism?” In: T. Alter, & Y. Nagasawa

(eds.). Consciousness in the Physical World: Perspectives on Russellian Monism. New
York: Oxford University Press (324-345).
Stoljar, D. (2020). “Chalmers v. Chalmers;” Noiis, 54(2): 469-487.
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